Autumn 2014

A word from our new President, Ken Donnelly...

Fellow Dancers, Firstlet us all give
thanks and cheer to our outgoing President
Tom Marshall for his long and dedicated ser-
vice and commitment to the New York Branch,
in keeping us dancing and the Branch alive
and wel |l Thank you

T ¢
drink at the JC Ball will taste twice as good! i

Tom was assisted by Secretary Sabrina
Kirkpatrick who has kindly consented to stay on for an-
other term, for which |
pleased to have as our new Vice President, Shelby
Peak, and new Board members Donna Vermes and Fred
Cotton. Wendy Pally continues her duties as Member-
ship Chair with Chris Ronald carrying on his role as Cor-
respondence Secretary. Sam Kerns is our hard working
Treasurer helping to keep us solvent, Sue Trapp our
newsletter editor, Vivian "Meetup" Annapol and Sue
Ronald, our Web specialist. Tapadh Leibh to all our
teachers too - the Fergie's, Deborah/Peter, Ellen and so
many more for your efforts. Special thanks go to the
Pawling Committee this year for a splendid escape away
from the hustle and bustle of daily life.
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As we look forward to next year, expect gradual
modernization of the Branch in line with changes at
RSCDS HQ in Edinburgh, as well new regional and
local events for your enjoyment. Our immediate
challenges are to increase membership, attract the
yeungergeneratientand build asstronger financial
"4 position, all towards creating a vibrant and sustain-
ing Branch in New York City. And we will do it hav-
ing fun along the way with music and dance!

d eT® pickaff ouy 2034(2@16 sehson, thapksito ksabelle
Smith, we dance at a new venue: St Bartholomew's
Church on Park Ave. This provides us the excellent op-
portunity to build anew, to expand and grow. But to do it
we need your help, so join in to help us on a new jour-
ney! We need volunteers to serve on the House Com-
mittee, on general duties including set up for dance
class, and volunteers to serve on the Finance Committee
to oversee the financial well being of the Branch.

Lastly, it is all hands on deck to help make this year's
JC Ball a success. Please help the JC Ball co-chairs
Wendy Pally and Maureen Ocasio by reaching out to as
many Dancers you know outside the Branch to encour-
age them to attend. We need to get attendance up.

| am always amazed
at the skills and dedica-
tion of our teaching
staff, the camaraderie of
our Branch folks, and | |§
always thoroughly enjoy
the experience of Scot-
tish Country Dancing. If
you have any ideas or
comments on the
Branch or wish to serve
in some capacity please
feel free to contact me
at:
203-947-6609, or
kdonnelly@hotmail.com.
Keep smiling...

Slainte mhor!

Kenneth

Ken at the Round Hill Games in
Connecticut.
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http://www.facebook.com/RSCDSNYC
http://www.meetup.com/The-New-York-Scottish-Country-Dancing-Meetup-Group
http://www.meetup.com/The-New-York-Scottish-Country-Dancing-Meetup-Group

Royal Scottish
Country Dance
Society

NEW YORK BRANCH, INC.

2014-2015

Thursdays, 7:30 PM
Community Center of
St. Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church
109 East 50th Street

New York, NY
See inside for full schedule.

$12/class for non-members
First-time visitors receive a coupon good for
one FREE admission on a future visit

www.rscdsnewyork.org

CLASS SCHEDULE
Series | Sept || — Nov 6 (9 week series)
Series Il Nov |3 —Feb 5 (9 week series)

No dancing Nov 27, Dec 25, or Jan |
Series Ill Feb 12 —Apr 9 (9 week series)
Series IV Apr 16 — Jun 18 (9 week series)

EVENING SCHEDULE

7:30 PM - 7:45 PM Warm-up for everyone
7:45 PM - 8:45 PM Classes

8:45 PM - 9:00 PM Break

9:00 PM - 10:00 PM Social dancing

SPECIAL EVENTS

NY Branch Preseason Dance
NY Branch Ist Series begins
Alpine Boat Basin (N Branch)
End of Ist Series Party
Jeannie Carmichael Ball*

John Drewry Dances Eve (BK)
Holiday Party

Westchester Hogmanay
Robert Burns Night (NYC)#* Thu, Jan 22,2015
End of 2nd Series Party Thu, Feb 5,2015
Central Jersey Workshop (N] Branch) TBA
New Haven Ball (New Haven)  Sat-Sun,Mar 7-8,2015
Rerr Terr (NJ Branch) Sat,Mar 21,2015
Tartan Day Parade TBA
End of 3rd Series Party Thu,Apr 9,2015
Annual General Meeting Thu, May 7,2015
Pawling Weekend Fri-Sun, May 15-17,2015
Westchester Ball Sat,Jun 6,2015
Joint End of Season Party™*** Mon, Jun 22,2015
SUMMERDANCE TBA

Thu, Sept 4,2014
Thu,Sept | 1,2014

Sun, Sept 21,2014

Thu, Nov 6,2014
Sat-Sun, Nov 8-9,2014
Sat, Dec 6,2014

Thu, Dec 18,2014
Wed, Dec 31,2014

*Jeannie Carmichael Ball - Sat, Nov 8, 2014
Sunday Brunch Dance - Sun, Nov 9, 2014
Thayer Hotel, West Point, NY

(Music: Hanneke Cassel & Dave Wiesler)

**Robert Burns Night - Joint Party with Scotia
Location TBA (Live music)
Charge for this event is $12 and is not included in the series

**End of Season Party - Joint with Scotia
Metro Baptist Church, 410 W. 40th St. (Live music)

SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCES are the exciting
jigs and reels, and the elegant Strathspey—the historic
social dances of Scotland. For centuries they were en-
joyed both at Court and in the countryside, and today
they are danced in hundreds of RSCDS groups through-
out the world. Performed in sets of 3 to 4 couples, these
dances are truly “social” and our classes offer a friendly,
helpful program in which to learn them.

FEES, 2014-2015

Single Membership $40.00
Joint Membership $70.00
Young Adult Membership (18-24) $30.00
Youth Membership (12-17) $17.50
Associate Membership* $10.00
Single class, Member $10.00
Single class, Non-member $12.00
Nine Week Series, Member $64.00

Full-time students "2 price
First-time visitors receive a coupon good for
one FREE admission on a future visit

*Associate memberships are available to those who are mem-
bers of RSCDS through another Branch.

Membership allows you to

Vote at our Annual General Meeting

Receive the RSCDS magazine

Receive the Branch newsletter

Be eligible for a scholarship

Apply to RSCDS Summer School in St. Andrews,

Scotland, and TAC Summer School in Canada

Receive discounts at many RSCDS events around

the world

Receive a discount on the RSCDS website

Receive preference when applying to New York

Branch events where space is limited

Support training of new Scottish Country Dance

teachers

* Join in advancing the art of Scottish Country
Dancing

Partners are not required.
Please wear only soft-soled, heel-less
shoes such as ghillies or unblocked
ballet slippers.

This issue is brimming with contributions from our mem-
bers, hurray! Please continue to submit photos from our

variouseventsd especi al | vy

you would enjoy sharing with your fellow dancers.

Afcandi do

Many thanks to everyone who supplied images, words,

and ideas. Shelby Peak and Ross Parker are great shutter-

bugs. Lois and Dave Goldberg, and of course Sue Ronald,

have been immeasurably supportive, and shown enduring
gaithant thee ,continuityl of Scotyish Kountry Damding, eand this
newsletter. Happy dancing!

Sue Trapp

P.S. Remember to look out for the hyperlinks!




The Teacher Candidate Class

The RSCDS New York and New Jersey Branches are jointly sponsoring a Teacher Candidate Class.
We began classes at the end of August and have a group of 13 dancers at various stages in the RSCDS
teacher training process. Candidates come from four different states i New York, New Jersey, Connecticut
and Pennsylvania, and travel to HoHoKus in New Jersey for our Saturday classes.

The RSCDS procedure for training teachers is quite thorough, divided into five different Units, and takes
several years to complete.

Unit 1 focuses on the theory of RSCDS-style Scottish Country
Dancing and involves studying a 250-page long Manual and taking a two
hour exam on its contents. Eight of our candidates are taking the Unit 1
examination.

Unit 2 is a practical dancing exam and the candidates will know by
heart 12 dances and be ready to brief and dance them to a high standard.
We have nine candidates taking the Unit 2 exam.

Unit 3 is a teaching exam. Candidates teach a step and a 16 bar
phrase involving one main formation in 20 minutes. When Candidates
have passed Units 1, 2 and 3 they
to teach RSCDS classes.

Unit 4 is an interesting one and, unlike the other units, it cannot be failed, although those sub-
mitting their papers can be told they need to gain more experience before they can fully qualify. Hav-
ing passed their Part 1, candidates teach under the guidance of an experienced teacher who acts as a
mentor. Then, they submit to the RSCDS in Edinburgh a complete record of their teaching and lesson
plans for a course of classes of at least six hours in length. This process takes at least two years.

The final Unit 5 is another teaching exam and this time candidates are required to teach an RSCDS
dance to 16 or 18 dancers, focusing on the steps and formations etc. necessary to dance the dance
really well. The Unit 5 candidates have thirty minutes of teaching time.

When a candidate has completed Unit 4 and passed

awarded the FUll Certificate we have four candidates working on Part 2. If you would like to read
more about the teacher training process check out https://www.rscds.org/article/teaching-certificate-2.

Chris and Sue Ronald are the tutors for the course, Debbie Saun-
ders, NJ Branch President, is the organizer and handles all the pa-
perwork with the RSCDS in Edinburgh. Theresa Forbes is our offi-
cial video director and is already working hard videoing our sessions
to help candidates and tutors have real feedback on areas to focus
on and progress made in both the dancing and the teaching.

New teachers cannot be trained, however, without YOUR HELP!
Soon we will be sending out email messages asking you to volunteer
your time and be angels (aka 0s%
really great group - come and join us one Saturday! Work on your
own knowledge of technique and formations T learn dancing as well
as dances. If you are able, stay and have a bite to eat at a nearby
diner after the class. Make it a day of learning, fun and friendship!

Wedll be in touclkhrisgnaiSwme soonééé.
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https://www.rscds.org/article/teaching-certificate-2

The RSCDS New York Branch (Manhattan-Brooklyn-Nassau) The RSCDS New Jersey Branch (Tenafly-Central Jersey)

{Kf\( &\1 Contact Mary Zagami: mzagami@aol.com
7{ eed tr

7
S ﬁ«/j The Thayer Hotel at 845-446-4731 or 800-247-5047

Royal Scottish Country Dance Society
presents the

42nd
Jeannie Carvmichael Ball
Saturday, November 8, 2014

Music by
Hanneke Cassel & Dave Wiesler

The MacArthur Ballroom at The Thayer Hotel
US Military Academy at West Point, New York

Sherry 6:00pm * Dinner 6:30pm * Grand March 7:45pm
**%* Kilt or Black Tie ****

VN

N Ball Tickets $90.00 Per Person

5 J ansport help? Contact maureen.ocasio@yahoo.com

For hotel reservations contact

Mention the “RSCDS Scottish Dance Group”
) *Please book early, rooms are limited*

Sunday Brunch/Dance

%ﬁ‘g with Hanneke Cassel & Dave Wiesler
Tk

at The MacArthur Ballroom
(Sunday Brunch/Dance alone $55.00)
Brunch 9:00am to 12pm Dancing 11am to 2pm

(SAOSA PALHLY) Sd0due(] 2H0dS  (SADSH PARILIY) 19159423159 \A JO SUDS

Jeannie Carmichael Ball 2014 Application
NAME(S) PHONE
ADDRESS
EMAIL
APPLICATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED BY OCTOBER 21ST, 2014
I have enclosed $ for, Ball Tickets at $90.00 per person
I have enclosed $ for Ball and Brunch/Dance Tickets at $115.00 per person
I have enclosed $ for Brunch/Dance only Tickets at $55.00 per person

Additional contribution to support the Jeannie Carmichael Ball $

Please make check payable to RSCDS NY Branch Ball
Send with this form to: Mary Zagami, 1636 Williamsbridge Road, Bronx, NY 10461




Ball Programme l Brunch Programme

A Trip To Gretna Green | 321713 Joie De Vivre 3273
A Reel For Alice 32R5 John McAlpin 3283
Castle Douglas 3283 The White Cockade 32R3
Follow Me Home 32]3 Spirit Of The Dance 3283
The Diike OF Pesth 32R3 Best Set In The Hall 32713
Linnea’s Strathspey 3753 Flowers Of Edinburgh 32R3
The Cranberry Tart 3213 — Inteval
Culla Bay (Sq Set) 3284 A Capital Jig 3213
Margaret Parker’s Strathspey | 32 S 3
Australian Ladies 32R3 ——— R3
Interval Lady Peak’s Strathspey 3283
Mole’s Frolic 3273 Machine Without Horses 3213
The Button Boy 32R3 Rest And Be Thankful 32R3
Glasgow Highlanders 3282
The White Heather Jig 4074
The Duchess Tree 3283
The Penny Reel 32R3
The Hazel Tree 32713
Minister On The Loch 3283
Da Rain Dancin’ 32R3

To see diagrams and videos of the dances check out

http://my.strathspey.org/dd/list/2569/
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http://my.strathspey.org/dd/list/2569/
http://my.strathspey.org/dd/list/1316/

